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Delhi govt to build
1.5L toilets in slums
WOMEN’S SAFETY Govt to also repair the existing ones 
and take action against the agency that maintains them
Faizan Haidar
■ faizan.haider@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The AAP govern-
ment has directed the Delhi
Urban Shelter improvement
Board (DUSIB) to overhaul the
toilet structures in the Capital. 
Delhi has around 675 slum clus-
ters and about 100 of  them don’t
have toilet facilities at all.

The government has also
decided to repair the existing
ones and take action against
the agency that main-
tains them.

“ T h e  C E O  o f  
DUSIB has already 
started monitoring 
the facilities in Jan 
Suvidha Complexes
(JSCs) by conduct-
ing daily meetings
with the area engi-
neers and holding surprise
checks,” said a senior DUSIB
official, requesting anonymity.

“The agency maintain-
ing JSCs in slums have been
asked to submit photographs
to ensure that people are using
the toilets. It is important that 
they are clean,” he said.

 Studies and recent reports
have highlighted how many 
rapes happen when women
go out to defecate in the open,
especially in the dark.

Recently, Hindustan Times
also ran a special series on how 
lack of  toilets is a major cause
of  rapes.

There are around 675 slum
clusters in Delhi, out of  which 
31 have decent toilet facilities
similar to the ones in unauthor-
ised colonies. 

“As many as 644 slum clus-
ters require toilet facilities. We
have 544 JSCs, but only 473 of
them are functional. There 
are 71 toilet complexes under
renovation and it will be ready 
by December. Another 32 JSCs
are under construction and will
be completed by December 15.
Also, 65 JSCs are planned and
will be completed before March
2016,” the official added.

According to senior Delhi
government officials, a major
reason behind the lack of  toi-

let complexes is that most of
the slum clusters are not con-
nected to the sewerage system
making it difficult to even put
up a temporary mobile toilet
facility there.

DUSIB has also initiated a 
special sanitation drive in all
JSCs and has allotted them

unique IDs for proper identi-
fication.

“We have also decided to put
sign boards of  uniform pattern.
DUSIB will also take action
against defaulter non-govern-
mental organisations (NGOs)
that are not maintaining the
toilets well,” the official added.

Incinerator told to stop dumping fly ash

North, south civic bodies fight
over leasing out Civic Centre
HT Correspondent
■ htreporters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Days after the North
Delhi Municipal Corporation
decided to lease out a portion
of  the Civic Centre office, its
southern counterpart opposed
the move saying the former
couldn’t do it while the building
ownership is yet to be decided.

According to a letter written 
by the South Delhi municipal
commissioner, a copy of  which 
is with HT, the corporation has 
asked the North civic agency to
first declare the share of  each 
of  the three municipal corpora-
tions in the building before it is
leased out.

The south Delhi municipal
commissioner claimed that 
while the north corporation
has decided to lease out the
Civic Centre’s C-Block for three
years, it must first settle arrear
payments and then divide the
future rent between all three
corporations. 

‘North DMC cannot act uni-
laterally and decide to lease out
the C-Block. Moreover North

DMC has to share the final lease
money of `600 crore received 
from the income tax depart-
ment,” the letter stated.

Further, the letter said `600
crore should be used to liquidate
the outstanding loan of `96.50
crore, and the balance`504 crore 
be divided among the three cor-
porations.

The controversy over the
Civic Centre’s ownership first
came to the fore in June. The 

North Corporation asserted
ownership over the Civic Centre 
and decided to seek `432 crore 
from the South Corporation for 
occupying the building.

However, south body said
they owned 62% of  the Civic
Centre, including the east cor-
poration’s share which came to
them indirectly through anoth-
er property sharing arrange-
ment.

Currently, both the south and

north civic agencies occupy the
Civic Centre.

Meanwhile, senior officials
said there could be a political
agenda behind the fresh con-
troversy. 

Interestingly, all three munic-
ipal corporations are currently
being ruled by the BJP. 

Sources also hinted that
senior leaders have planned
to approach the BJP high com-
mand to resolve the matter
swiftly. “Senior leaders of  the
BJP are not happy with the pro-
ceedings. They had conducted a
closed door meeting of  all cor-
porators last week, instructing
them to get their act together.
However, the current situation
is likely to attract more fire
from the BJP high command,”
said a party insider. 

“Such matters should not
be allowed to come out in
the public. Also, there is no
clear division of  estates and
revenue between the civic
bodies. That should also be
looked into,” said Satish
Upadhyay, Delhi BJP chief
and South Delhi councillor.

Mallica Joshi
■ mallica.joshi@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The environment
ministry’s appellate body 
ordered the Okhla incinerator to
not dump fly ash in the city, and
instead use it to make bricks. 

This order was presented at
the National Green Tribunal on
Wednesday in a case against the
waste-to-energy plant by resi-
dents of  neighbouring areas.

The plant has also been asked
to reduce particulate matter emis-
sion by half  from 150 mg/Nm3
within 12 months. The final tar-
get for emissions is 30 mg/Nm3.

The incinerator used to earlier
dump fly ash at the Tughlakabad
landfill site, and residents of
the area filed a petition in the
National Green Tribunal against
pollution caused by the plant.

“The appellant shall stop
dumping of  fly ash anywhere 
instead use the same for fly ash
brick manufacturing and in
other valuable products,” said
the order issued by the body.

However, residents, who have

been campaigning against the
plant for years now, point out
that setting up a fly ash brick 
manufacturing unit cannot be
done in a few months’ time.

“We have pointed out to the
tribunal that the plant does not
have consent from government
authorities to operate. It is oper-
ating in violation of  rules and
the residents of  the area are 
suffering. When the incinerator

starts, smoke and haze cover the
entire area,” said Ranjit Devraj,
a resident of  Sukhdev Vihar, 
which is a stone’s throw away 
from the incinerator. 

During a visit to the plant in
May, deputy chief  minister Manish
Sisodia had also pointed out that 
the waste collected at the site was
stinking despite there being a 
mechanism to control the stench.

It was also observed that 

gunny bags and plastic wrap-
pers come out intact despite
the incinerator being report-
edly maintained at 1000 degrees
Celsius. Incomplete burning of
waste releases toxic substances
into the air. 

The residents are demanding
that the waste being burnt at the
plant be diverted to the Ghazipur
incinerator instead as it has bet-
ter and cleaner technology. 

■ The Civic Centre is headquarters of north and south civic bodies.  HT

Two vacuum 
toilets to be 
tested for viability 
at railway station
Prawesh Lama
■ Prawesh.lama@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: As a pilot project,
Northern Railways plans to
build two vacuum toilets - simi-
lar to those in airplanes - at the
New Delhi Railway Station in
two months.

If  these toilets - which use suc-
tion instead of  water to flush-
prove viable, then they could be
replicated inside trains as well.
The two toilets are to be installed
on Platform 2.

 Arun Arora, divisional
regional manager of  the Delhi 
division, confirmed that the two 
toilets would be set up in two 
months. “We will be studying the
efficiency of  such toilets. Once
we are satisfied with our study 
we will install these inside trains
on a trial basis. The benefits of
using such a facility are many.
The first is the conservation of
water and electricity, and anoth-
er advantage is cleanliness.”

The toilets, according to
Arora, would be made of  stain-
less steel which would be easier
to clean and maintain. They are 
being imported from the US. “In
developed economies around the
world, stainless steel toilets are 
used. It will be easy for the staff  
to clean. They find it difficult to
clean ceramic toilets. The water
we save can be used for other
purposes,” he added.

The Railway Board had ear-
lier directed Northern Railways
to check the viability of  vacuum
toilets in passenger trains. The 
board had then awarded a devel-
opmental tender for this pur-
pose. Officials said the board had
asked the Northern Railways to
first check passenger response
and behaviour towards vacuum
toilets in stationary mode (plat-
forms). Many officials believe
that installing such toilets in the
trains will also help in keeping
the track clean at the stations. 

In the trial phase, the two 
toilets at the New Delhi railway 
station will be connected to the
sewerage system.

OKHLA PLANT
■ Started operations in 2011
■ 16 MW power generation

capacity
■ The plant has burnt 2 mn

tonnes of waste since 2011
■ Areas around the plant are 

Sukhdev Vihar, Ishwar Nagar, 
Jamia Nagar, Batla House,
three hospitals and Jamia
Millia Islamia

■ Sukhdev Vihar residents
complain of foul smell
from the plant■ Seen in the background is the Okhla incinerator. HT PHOTO

1.5 lakhNo of
toilets

to be built in slums

50,000Existing
number of

toilets, spread across 544
Jan Suvidha Complexes
(JSCs) which are away 
from the slums

675No of slum clusters
in Delhi

473Functional
JSCs 71JSCs under

maintenance 

31clusters have toilet facilities
either in the homes or some-

where nearby

644clusters require independent
toilet facilities

Around 100 slum clusters don’t have
access to any kind of toilets and
practise open defecation

›The CEO of DUSIB
has already

started monitoring the
facilities in Jan Suvidha 
Complexes (JSCs)
by conducting daily
meetings with the area
engineers and holding
surprise checks.
A SENIOR DUSIB OFFICIAL

›There are 71 toilet
complexes under

renovation and will be
ready by December. 
Another 32 JSCs are 
under construction and
will be completed by 
December 15. Also, 65 
JSCs are planned.

THE STATE OF AFFAIRS 

■ Toilets built inside a slum dwelling. HT PHOTO

2 lakh
Total no of toilets

Delhi govt is
planning to 
construct

IF SUCTION-BASED 
TOILETS PROVE VIABLE, 
THEN THEY COULD BE 
REPLICATED INSIDE 
TRAINS AS WELL

Nationwide Infant and Young Child Feeding Week
3-8 August 2015

When you are
pregnant:
Eat adequate
nutritious food
Take iron and
folic acid
supplements
Use iodized
salt only
Take
adequate rest

Initiate breast
feeding within
1 hour of birth
(No ghutti,
honey etc.)
Feed
Colostrum i.e.
thick yellow
first milk,
which protects
the child from
diseases

Exclusively
breastfeed for
the first six
months of life
Give no other
foods or fluids,
not even
water; unless
medically
advised

BirthBefore birth Up-to 6
months

6-12
months

1-2
years

Introduce semi-
solid foods after
completion of six
months
Continue
breastfeeding
Feed at-least 2-3
times half bowl of
home made food
Add ghee/
jaggery/oil to it for
additional energy
Gradually increase
quantity to 1 bowl
and increase the
frequency of
feeding

Give food prepared
from:
(1) Cereals, pulses and
nuts;
(2) dairy products;
(3) meat, fish, poultry;
(4) eggs;
(5) yellow and orange
fruits and vegetables,
green leafy vegetables;
Feed for a minimum 3-
4 times a day, a full
bowl. Add ghee/
jaggery/oil to it for
additional energy
Continue breastfeeding

Ÿ Weigh your child every month. If the weight decreases, consult a health worker/doctor.
Ÿ Babies with birth weight less than 2.5 kg require close monitoring for feeding and weight gain.

Ÿ Continue feeding the child during and after illness. Give extra feed for recovery.

How to ensure good nutrition for your child

website: MoHFW - http//www.mohfw.nic.in NRHM - http//www.nrhm.gov.in

CHILD NUTRITION IN THE FIRST 5 YEARS IS CRITICAL

Ministry of Health & Family Welfare, Government of India

ü Good nutrition protects the child from life threatening illnesses, especially in the 1st year
ü Good nutrition promotes optimal growth and prevents setting of under nutrition, especially up to the 2nd year
ü Good nutrition helps in achieving maximum brain development, which almost completes by the 3rd year
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